The rabbit needs a ballast in its diet to prevent the risks of diarrhoea often mortal for the animal.
This ballast is generally composed of crude fibre. However, the crude fibre sources usually employed are of variable qualities or relatively expensive. Ground wheat straw available in large quantities was therefore used in replacement of dried lucerne at incorporation levels of 0 -9 . 5 p. ioo and 19 p. 100 . Parallel to that, two dietary crude fibre levels were compared : 12 and 9 p. 100 . This trial was achieved on z8o animals in individual cages and divided into 5 treatments.
When replacing lucerne by ground straw the growth rates remained identical : 34 . 0 -34 . 5 and 34 .6 gjd, respectively for straw levels of 0 -9 . 5 and I9 p. 100 .
On the contrary, with 9 p. 100 crude fibre in the diet as compared with a level of i p. 100 , a higher mortality rate (z 9 . 4 versus 5 . 5 p. 100 ,) a similar growth ( 34 . 4 g jd) were observed as well as a significant decrease in the feed intake, feed conversion ratio ( 3 . 43 versus 3 .y p. 100 ) and carcass dressing percentage (6 1 . 2 versus 6 2 . 4 p. 100 ).
